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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF STATESBORO

An independent congregation affiliated with the Uni

tarian Universalist Association since 1990

Services are held every Sunday at 10:00 AM at 609 E ast Grady Street.

Annual Meeting Set for
November 8

The Annual Meeting of the
Fellowship will be held on
Sunday, November 8 at 11:15
AM (following the service). At

the meeting, members will vote
on two items proposed by the Board: the 2010
budget and a congregational affirmation and
relational covenant (see below).

BOARD PROPOSES
AFFIRMATION AND
RELATIONAL COVENANT

At its October meeting, the
UUFS Board unanimously voted
to propose a congregational
affirmation and relational

covenant to the congregation at
its Annual Meeting to be held on
November 8 after the worship
service. The affirmation (in italics below) has

been recited as a part of our service for several

years, but has never had an official
congregational endorsement. It includes a “great
covenant” for the congregation. However many
congregations now have relational covenants
which are more specific in how members relate
to one another. The proposed relational covenant
was composed in the following manner.

In Rev. Jane Page’s August 23 sermon,
descriptions of covenants were provided.
Congregants were invited to provide information
to consider in our congregational covenant by
completing an open-ended survey.

(continued on page 3)

- FELLOWSHIP EVENTS

AA [see page 2 for information
on Sunday services]

-Mon., Nov. 2- 4:30 PM - monthly Board meeting -
at our UUFS building (members welcome)

-Sun., Nov. 8 11:15 AM (following Sunday service -
Annual Meeting - at our UUFS building (see page
1)

-Wed., Nov. 11- 12:00 noon UU Guys Lunch - at
Holiday Greek Restaurant

-Fri., Nov. 13- 7:00 PM - Fun and Games Night - ¢
our UUFS building (see page 3)

-Mon., Nov. 16 -5:00 PM - December newsletter
deadline

-Fri., Nov. 20- 7:30 PM- Sacred Texts Reading ani
Discussion Group - at our UUFS building

to Reverend Jane on receiving “final
Fellowship” status

(Rev. Jane recounts her ministerial education and
training journey on page 6.)




10:00 - 11:00 AM: worship service
11:00 AM: refreshments/social break
11:15 AM - NOON: religious education for children (nursery
for infants and young children)
11:30 AM - NOON: adult talk-back
(group discussion on sermon topic)

November 1
(Daylight Savings Time ends at 2:00 AM today.)

“El Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead)”
(This special intergenerational service will featikexican music
and traditional Day of the Dead rituals. The sexvidll be
followed by a pot-luck lunch featuring
Mexican dishes.)

Facilitators: Day of the Dead
Committee Members

November 8

“Come, Come, Whoever You Are”

(One of our favorite gathering songs has lyricapteld from the
poem by Rumi which begins with this line: “Comepawhoever
you are...” Indeed, we are a very welcoming congiegah many

ways, including our theology. Is our theological
diversity a strength or weakness? Come, come,
and explore this with us today.)

Our UUFS Minister: Rev. Jane Page

November 15
Topic: To Be Announced

Speaker: Leon Spencer
(Past President of the Thomas Jefferson Distridt an
recipient of UUA’s 2007 Award for Distinguished See
to the Cause of Unitarian Universalism)

November 22

“Death and Loss”
(Eric will speak on love and loss, drawing from fesent book of
poetry, The Twinswhich deals largely with death and transcienfe
and their twins love and art. (His book was theneinof the 2009
Split Oak Press chapbook contest.))

Speaker: Eric Nelson
(GSU Department of Writing and Linguistics)

(continued above right)

November 29

Left-over Blessings

(After-Thanksgiving Pot-luck Brunch)
(Bring your Thanksgiving dinner left-overs and shar
our annual Thanksgiving pot-luck brunch.)

Facilitators: Madeleine Bentley and
Rebecca Ziegler

ATTENDANCE AT SUNDAY SERVICES

adults _ children/youth  total
September 20 ? ? ?
September 27 38 8 46
October 4 29 8 37
October 11 30 10 40
October 18 ? ? ?

ksgiving
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If you know of anyone in th
congregation who has a
special joy, concern, or

illness, please contact
Martha Hughes,
Care-Ring Co-coordinator,
abtatesboroUU@yahoo.com
with Martha Hughes in the subject lin




Second Friday
Fun and Games Night

By Shari Barr

Please join other members of
the Fellowship for fun and
games onFriday, November
13. Eat dinner early, then join
UU friends for board games or penny poker at
UUFS. Light refreshments will be
provided. Feel free to bring other beverages or
goodies to share. Friends and children are very
welcome. Please ask yours to stay with you,
participate at the children's game table, or watch
a movie in the larger RE room if they are past
toddler age. We'll line up a child care person to
help with babies or toddlers. If you have a
guestion or suggestion, please e-mall
Membership Chair Shari Barr
(StatesboroUU@yahoo.com with her name in
the subject line).

Two Members Contribute
to GSU Show

Eric Stetson, our pianist, composed the full
score/soundtrack for a show that will soon be plgyi
at GSU’'s Center for Art and Theatre and Sean
DeVine designed the special effects for the show.

“The Revenger's Tragedy” opens Friday, November 6
and continues through Saturday, November 14 (no
show on November 9). All show times are 7:30 PM

except for November 8 which will be at 3:00 PM.

According to Eric, “The show is a bloody tale of
revenge and heartbreak, freely adapted from Thomas
Middleton's original script.” Eric cautions parents
that “This show is "R-rated" and NOT for children.
There will be copious amounts of fake blood and
loud gunshots, all the fun stuff.”

-

AFFIRMATION AND
RELATIONAL COVENANT

(continued from page 1)

The 22 completed surveys were
analyzed by one of our members who
had expertise in qualitative analysis
to find commonalities in message.

These were transformed by this member and by
one of our excellent wordsmiths into a proposed
covenant for Board consideration.

At its October meeting, the Board reviewed the
proposed affirmation and covenant and voted to
recommend it to the congregation.

Proposed Congregational Affirmation and
Relational Covenant

Love is the spirit of this Fellowship, and service
is its prayer. This is our great covenant:
to dwell together in peace, to seek the truth in
love, and to help one another

To this end, we, the people of the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Statesboro, affirm the
following relational covenant:

We warmly welcome all in our

community.

who gather

We honor and support one another as we explore our
spiritual paths.

We embrace our diversity and grow from sharing our
different perspectives.

We address our disagreements respectfully,
communicating directly with the person or group
involved, and see conflict through to a genuine
resolution.

We serve our Fellowship community with generosity
and good humor, and we acknowledge and express
gratitude for the service of others.

We respect our individual boundaries and the

boundaries of others.

We support one another in love through times of joy
need and struggle.

*While this entire statement will be posted and
included in our directory, the words in italics Wile
repeated as our congregational affirmation.



Children’s
Religious Ed:

November
By Rebekah Cole, Children’s RE Chairperson

Younger Class (Birth - I Grade)

November 1: No formal RE classes
(Day of the Dead celebration)

November 8: “Each Tree Is Special”
Teacher: Heather Kalb

November 15: “We Must Care for Trees”
Teacher: Heather Kalb

November 22: Native Americans Have Taught Us
Many Things”
Teacher:TEACHER NEEDED

November 29: No formal RE classes
(“Left-over Blessings” - Pot-luck Brunch)

Older Class (2° - 6" Grades)

November 1: No formal RE classes
(Day of the Dead celebration)

November 8: Stewardship and Personal Finance: Il
Teacher: Greg Brock

November 15: Stewardship and Personal Finance: IlI
Teacher: Greg Brock

November 22: Expectations: |
Teacher: Rebecca Ziegler

November 29: No formal RE classes
(“Left-over Blessings” - Pot-luck Brunch)

“Awaken your ears to the heartbeat of all creation.
Open your eyes to the unexpected, the mystenhdhe
Embrace the ever-present force,
moving through time and space,
holding you always in love.”

--Author unknown

“If, recognizing the interdependence of all life,
we strive to build community,
the strength we gather will be our salvation.”

--Marjorie Bowens-W\itley

Volunteers Needed
for Children’s
RE Classes

By Rebekah Cole, Children’s RE Chairperson

e
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November 22: “Native Americans Have Taught Us
Many Things”

Calling all teachers!!! The Younger
RE Class (birth-1st grade) is in need
of teachers for the remainder of
2009. Available dates and lessons are
as follows:

-December 6: “Our Good Wishes Can Come True”
-December 13: “Different Religions Celebrate
Different Holidays”

Ideally, a volunteer teacher will be willing toatsh

all three lessons or at least the back-to-baclofess

in December. This provides the children with the
comfort of continuity and a familiar teacher in the
classroom, rather than having a new teacher and
teaching style to which they must adjust every week

Also, the 2010 RE year is nearly vacant of teachers
for both classes. Please search your hearts to make
time to enrich the lives of our most precious and
impressionable UU's. A sign-up sheet is availalvle o
the bulletin board in the kitchen right outside the
larger RE classroom. You may also contact me at
(StatesboroUU@yahoo.com) with the name Rebekah
Cole in the subject line.
Thank you!

UUFS children performed in the Laugh In "joke
wall” for "UU's Got Talent," the annual canvass
event on September 27.



Good-bye, Marky and Judy!
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The Fellowship hosted a farewell party for longsi
members Marky Lloyd and Judy Holleman fat
Meinhardt's Vineyard and Winery on Friday,
September 25. Marky and Judy are moving|to
Boulder, Colorado (but will be back to Statesbard t
visit!). Marky joined the Fellowship in 1992; sHe
served four terms as President and serves
newsletter editor. Judy joined the Fellowship ir989L

She served as President, spear-headed the chpital
campaign to raise funds for our building, and seérfe
as project manager during the construction of pur
building.

as

Marky and Judy’s Boulder contact information:
3288 Palo Parkway

Boulder, CO 80301

Home phone: 303-484-1497

Cell phone (M): 912-531-1886

Cell phone (J): 912-531-1889

L -R: Mike Montagne, Gloria Crum, Barbara
Hendry, Marky Lloyd, Martha Hughes, Judy
Holleman, Sarah Goss, Rev. Jane Page, and Ryn
Smith (and others not pictured) attended the
farewell party for Marky and Judy at the Meinhardt
Winery.

The Fellowship extends it
deepest sympathy td.D. and
Thomas Pageon the death o
their grandmother, Cath
Hendrix, on October 21.
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Sympathy

Invitation to GSU’s GLBTQ and
Allies Conference

By Kim Rowan

Members and friends of the
Fellowship are invited to attend
Georgia Southern University’'s
GLBTQ and Allies Conference,
“Become Visible: Stride with
Saturday, November 7.

Pride!”

on

Conference attendees will address issues facing the
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and queer
community in a safe and open environment and
examine ways to eliminate stereotypes. Attendees
will also discuss advocacy and leadership skills
which will allow for greater visibility of these ssies

in campus communities.

A dance will follow the conference that eveningnfro
8:00 PM to 12:00 midnight.

The registration fee is $10 (GSU students) and $15
(non-GSU students). The fee includes a continental
breakfast, lunch, access to all sessions, and a
conference t-shirfRegistration deadline is October

30, 2009 Register online:

http://students.georgiasouthern.edu/multicultutit/g
summitt.html.
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November Birthdays!

Happy Birthday to:

Cynthia Frost (November 25)

June Hackle (November 30)

Ivan H. (November 18)

Annalycia L.-B. (November 18)
Thomas P. (November 29)

Cathy Skidmore-Hess (November 5)
Dan Skidmore-Hess (November 2)
Merritt Skidmore-Hess (November 16)
Eric Stetson (November 10)

Sandi Wilkinson (November 19)
Paul Ziegler (November 24)
Rebecca Ziegler (November 7)

(with apologies to anyone we missed)




Ministerial M UUsings

“Jumping Through
the Hoops”

When | applied for seminary in
the spring of 2000, | had no
idea that the journey to

Unitarian Universalist ministry
would be so challenging. In
addition to an incredibly demanding Master of
Divinity degree from Meadville Lombard, UUA had
its own set of hoops.

Rev. Jane Page

Our newsletter editor, Marky Lloyd, has asked that
share some good news with you that | recently
received about these hoops as well as the process
leading up to this news. I'm happy to share thithwi
you because there is no way in the world that Ildiou
have made this journey without the support of this
congregation. YOU are the reason that | wantedto d
this in the first place — and YOU made it possildie.

here goes.

There are numerous forms, essays, psychological
examinations,  career-counseling  opportunities,
reviews of financial capabilities, interviews, cses,
clinical practices, practicum and internship
requirements, and oral examinations that one must
complete in the preparatory process for Unitarian
Universalist ministry. A positive completion of man

of these will lead the “aspirant” to the RegionabS
Committee on Candidacy. These sub-committees
were set up to try to catch folks with problemdyear

and either discourage them from moving ahead, or
give them specific requirements for improving befor
moving on. | had the opportunity to jump this hoop
rather early in my process. The committee was
meeting in Orlando in the spring of 2001. Now Iswa
still in my first year and usually folks don't intéew

that early. But the committee didn’'t have manyksol
coming that year and they were seeking more. So |
got a phone call in late January (after | returfitech

my intensive classes in Chicago) asking if 1 would
like to go ahead and interview with them since d ha
already completed most of the requirements for this
step (including being sponsored by a congregation —
UUFS). Those of you who were here then may
remember that | completed the additional paperwork
and went down in early February. | was fortunate
enough to get a “green light” and candidate status.
And you folks were kind enough to have a party for
me when | got back!

The big and scary hurdle for candidates is the
interview with the Ministerial Fellowship Committee
(MFC). Before you can interview with them, you
have to complete requirements for your Master of
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Divinity degree, as well as your clinical pastoral
experience (mine was 11 weeks as a Chaplain at
Northside Hospital in Atlanta) or your internship
(mine was 9 months at the Augusta UU church). And
of course there are the required readings, essays
preparation for the critical oral exam. The
examination questions can be on ANYTHING - so
you have to cram and be prepared for questions on
Unitarian and Universalist history, theology, world
religions, Hebrew and Christian scriptures, religio
education, your own religious practices, and on and
on. It's similar to preparing for your doctoral bra
evaluations but even more comprehensive. Greg was
kind enough to go with me to Chicago where the
MFC was meeting in March of 2006 and be at my
side as | made my final preparations. Fortunatély,
first thing you do when you get before the commaitte

is preach a short homily. My long career in teaghin
as well as the many opportunities that you folkd ha
given me to preach gave me assurance in that area.
So some good preaching helped me to have the
confidence to answer the questions thatould
answer and honestly share with them when they had
me stumped. As soon as | got the word that | had
gotten a “1” from the committee, | shared that with
our UUFS Board and you folks voted to call me as
your minister.

Now what you may not realize is that | had not
completed the entire fellowshipping process. After
clearing all those hoops, candidates are rewarded
with “preliminary fellowship” by the MFC. Then one
has to have three positive renewals by the MFC.
Again, each year | submitted paperwork and
evaluations. This time these came from our Board
members, the Ministerial Fellowship Committee, and
my ministerial mentor. The MFC takes these very
seriously and gives specific feedback and
recommendations — even if they give you a positive
review. On September 25 of this year the committee
met. And here’s my good news. | received a laiter
October 6 indicating that they had awarded me Ifina
fellowship” and I'll be recognized with others
achieving this status at the next General Assembly.
With your wonderful support, | have jumped all the
UUA hoops. Whew!

Now | still will get feedback from you as a

congregation, from the Board, from my Committee
on Ministry, and from my ministerial colleagues. |
will always seek ways to improve. But unless | do
something really foolish, | will remain a fully

fellowshipped UU minister — till |1 die. Hallelujah

and Amen!

Minister’s Office Hours

Rev. Jane is available fpastoraloffice hours by appointment
(see contact information on page 7).




COMMUMNITY EVENTS
OF INTEREST

-Saturday, November 7- “Become Visible: Stride
with Pride!” - GSU’s GLBTQ and Allies Conference
(see page 5)

-November 6 -14- “The Revenger’s Tragedy” - at
GSU'’s Center for Art and Theatre (see page 3)

COMMMUNITY EVENTS
AT OUR UUFS BUILDING

-Every Thursday - 5:45 to 7:45 PM - Alcoholics
Anonymousmeeting

-Every Saturday - 9:45 AM - noon - Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting
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Joining Our Fellowship

Voting membership in our UUFS congregation is
open to interested friends who have read our
by-laws and are

- 16 years of age or older,

- in sympathy with the purposes and principles
of Unitarian Universalism, and

- actively contributing to the life of the
Fellowship through regular attendance, iserv
and/or financial support.

For more information, contact Membership Chair
Shari Barr $tatesboroUU@yahoo.cowith Shari's
name in the subject line) or Rev. Jane Page
(revjanepage@yahoo.cowr 764-7845).

DO YOU LIKE TO

The Fellowship Singers have fun planning,

rehearsing, and singing. We usually rehearse

on two Wednesday evenings a month and

gather at 9:15 AM on Sunday mornings to run

through the offertory and hymns for that day. Would you

like to join us? If you'd like to know more, please contact

Miriam Bryant at StatesboroUU@yahoo.com with Miriam
Bryant in the subject line.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

FELLOWSHIP OF STATESBORO
P. O. Box 2453
(609 East Grady Street)
Statesboro, GA 30459
(912) 489-8338

UUFS has been an independent congregation affiliate  d
with the Unitarian Universalist Association since 1 990.

Visit the UUFS home page, with links
to the Thomas Jefferson District and
UUA web pages:

http://www.uustatesboro.org
MINISTER INFORMATION

Minister: Reverend Jane Page
Call home phone (912-764-7845) or
cell phone (912-682-3566) and leave a message:
-to make an appointment,
-to schedule longer telephone visits,
-for pastoral care emergencies (anytime).
e-mail: revjanepage@yahoo.com

Office hours: Call for an appointment
ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANT

Administrative Consultant: Shay Gibson

at UUFS building on Tuesdays (10:30 AM - 1:30 PM),
Wednesdays (11:00 AM - 1:30 PM), and

Thursdays (11:00 AM - 1:30 PM)

e-mail: StatesboroUU@yahoo.com; 489-8338 (UUFS phone)

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President: Teresa Winn
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Vice-President (Membership): Shari Barr
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Secretary: Miriam Bryant
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Cynthia Frost
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Past President: Dixie Aubrey
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

USEFUL CONTACTS

Building Maintenance: Caryn Self-Sullivan

StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Care-Ring Co-Coordinator: Martha Hughes
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Children’s Religious Education: Rebekah Cole
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Adult Religious Education: Dick Hutcheon
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Sunday Refreshments: Madeleine Bentley
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Editor: Marky Lloyd

The deadline for the monthly newsletter is nine days
before the end of the month. Please send submissions to
mlloyd@georgiasouthern.edu or to
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com.




What do Unitarian Universalists believe?

While Unitarian Universalists have thdi

individual beliefs about a number of thingj
including God,The Bible Jesus, the earth, dea
prayer, and ritual--they are united in their bedi
that all people are inherently worthy; that

should work for a peaceful, just world; that

should continue to question and search for
truth; and that we should cherish the earth

all its inhabitants.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

of Statesboro

P.O. Box 2453

Statesboro, GA 30459

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit the UUFS home page, with links
to TJ district and UUA web pages:

http://www.uustatesboro.org
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