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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF STATESBORO

An independent congregation affiliated with the Uni

tarian Universalist Association since 1990

Services are held every Sunday at 10:00 AM at 609 E ast Grady Street.

UUFS RAISES $500
TO SUPPORT LOCAL AND
NATIONAL CAUSES

Through a “Souper” Valentine Party on Saturday,
February 13, and the “Giving away the Plate”
offering on Sunday, February 14, UUFS raised $500.
These funds will be divided between UUA's
“Standing on the Side of Love” campaign and a local
foundation, “For the Love of Larry.”

(see page 3 for details)

UU 101 and UU 102

Are you interested in finding out more about
Unitarian Universalism? Then UU 101 is for you.
Does this congregation feel like "home" to you?
Then perhaps you are ready for UU 10QU 101
provides an overview of Unitarian Universalism.
Rev. Jane Page leads this seminar and responds tc
qguestions about our faith. We will be having a
session of UU 101 oBunday, March 14from 5:30

to 6:30 PM. If you are new to UU -- or would lilee
review of our history and "the basics" of our faith
please join us.

UU 102 is a seminar offered by Membership Chair
Shari Barr and Rev. Jane to address what it means t
be a member. If you are interested in finding out
more about membership, please join usSamday,
March 21 from 5:30 to 6:30 PM. We encourage
those interested in joining our fellowship to atten
both sessions. Please email Rev. Jane at
revianepage@yahoo.com for more information or if
you need us to arrange childcare so you can attend.

e SAVE THE DATE!
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SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 10:00 AM
(Homecoming 2010)
(see page 4)

- FELLOWSHIP EVENTS

M [see page 2 for information
on Sunday services]

-Sunday mornings- 9:15 AM - choir rehearsal at our
UUFS building

-Tues., March 2- 5:30 PM - Welcoming Congregation
committee meeting - at our UUFS building (seeep@y

-Tues., March 9- 5:30 PM - monthly Board meeting -
at our UUFS building (members welcome)

-Wed., March 10- 6:30 PM - Bar None (campus ministry
- at Latte Da Coffee House on Route 301-S (sge @a

-Sun., March 14 -5:30 - 6:30 PM - UU101 - at our UUFS
building (see page 1)

-Wed., March 17- 12:00 noon - UU Guys Lunch - at
Holiday Greek and Pizza Restaurant - food, coatens,
and fellowship

-Fri., March 19 - 7:30 PM - Great Decisions 2010 (topic:
“The U.S. and Rising Powers”) - at our UUFS burilgli

-Sat., March 20 -7:30 PM - Sacred Texts Reading and
Discussion Group - at our UUFS building

-Sun., March 21 -5:30 - 6:30 PM - UU102 - at our UUFS
building (see page 1)

-Tues., March 23- 5:00 PM - April newsletter deadline



Sunday Services

10:00 - 11:00 AM: worship service
11:00 AM: refreshments/social break
11:15 AM - NOON: religious education for children (nursery
for infants and young children)
11:30 AM - NOON: adult talk-back
(group discussion on sermon topic)

March 7

“The Virtue of Interrupted Lives”
(Dr. Gossai will reflect on what we can learn frémse
whose lives have been transformed by interruptiah a
defining moments such that not only their lives that lives
around them and, in some instances,
the world changed.)

Speaker: Dr. Hemchand Gossai
(GSU Philosophy Department)

March 14
(Daylight Savings Time begins at 2:00 AM, March 14. )

“Exodus and Liberation”
(Dr. Skidmore-Hess will explore the Exodus storyas
model of the struggle for freedom and the story’s
contemporary meanings.)

Speaker: Dr. Dan Skidmore-Hess
(Armstrong Atlantic State University
Political Science Department)

March 21

“Spring Equinox and
Celebrating the Season of Rebirth”

Speaker: Tina Whittle

March 28

“Where Did the Palm-Wavers Go?”

The Manipulation of Crowd Mentality”
(Jesus is said to have entered Jerusalem forabsoRer
Celebration with crowds in the street waving paémd
shouting “Hosanna.” A few days later, crowds inudatem
were calling for his crucifixion. As we remembeidamonor
the Christian celebration of Palm Sunday, Rev. Jeatie
explore this paradox and what we can learn from it.

Our UUFS Minister: Rev. Jane Page

| If you know of anyone in the congregatioL
who has a special joy,
concern, or illness,
please contact
Martha Hughes,
Care-Ring Co-coordinator,
at StatesboroUU@yahoo.com
with Martha Hughes in the subject line.
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“Standing on the Side of Love”
By Shari Barr

“Standing on the Side of Love” is a national UU
slogan that evolved in response to the horrible
murders during a worship service at the Knoxville
(TN) UU Church in 2008. In the face of oppression
anywhere, UUs want to stand on the side of love.
This year UUs were invited to re-imagine Valensne'
Day as an opportunity to express love more broadly.

UUFS responded by teaming with volunteers from

"For the Love of Larry" Foundation to co-host a

“Standing on the Side of Love “Souper” Valentine Some 60 people turned out for the "Souper” Supper
Party on Saturday, February 13, at the Fellowship Valentine Social on February 13.
building. (In January 2009, local high school

freshman Larry Parks committed suicide. Afterwards,

his family learned that he had been bullied at stho

In Larry's memory, supporters began the “For the

Love of Larry” Foundation, under the umbrella oé th

Statesboro Boys’ and Girls’ Club. The local

foundation is dedicated to eradicating bullying in

local schools, through education and intervention.)

UU members and friends prepared soups, bread,
sandwiches, crackers, and desserts, all of whiale we
provided free at the party. Attendees deposited
donations into a collection jar and many also paid
$1.00 for a chance to win goodies during severat ca
walks. Approximately sixty persons attended the
"Souper" Supper Valentine Party, and $240 was

collected!
Rev. Jane (R) poses with event facilitators Shari B arr

As attendees entered the building, they were idvite ~ (2" from R) and Madeleine Bentiey (3 * from R) and
- . relatives of the late Larry Parks (his mother, Tina Mercer

to decorate a pre-cut paper doll, personalizint it (4" from R), and his cousins).

represent her- or himself. The decorated papds dol

were stapled to a display board, representing e&ch

us “Standing on the Side of Love, Hearts and Hands

Joined, For the Love of Larry."

On Sunday morning following Rev Keith Kron's
homily, "Love Is a Verb," our "Give Away the Plate"
offering was dedicated to the "For the Love of yarr
Foundation and UUA's "Standing on the Side of
Love" campaign. Another $260 was collected
Sunday morning. A total of $500 was raised,
which will be divided between these two
programs.

Thanks to all the cooks, contributors, cake
walkers, and other supporters who came

i |
together to make this event happen' Rev. Keith Kron tells the "Story for All Ages" duri ng the

February 14th service.



DISTRICT ANNUAL
MEETING TO BE HELD IN
BEAUFORT

c@) This year’s district annual meeting

will be held at the Penn Center on

St. Helena Island (near Beaufort,

SC) from Friday evening, April 30 through

Saturday, May 1. The meeting is a multi-

generational event with activities for all

ages. This is also a meeting during which some
important decisions will be made--really a

history-making event. There are possibilities for
camping and kayaking and more. It would be
great to have a number of folks representing the
Fellowship. Information about the meeting,

costs, registration, and lodging will be posted
soon on the District websiteyww.tjd.uua.org
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Everything the Power of the World
Does Is Done in a Circle

Everything the Power of the World does is done
in a circle.

The sky is round, and | have heard that the earth
is round like a ball, and so are all the stars.

The wind, in its greatest power, whirls.

Birds make their nests in circles, for theirs is
the same religion as ours.

The sun comes forth and goes down again
in a circle.

The moon does the same, and both are round.

Even the seasons form a great circle in their
changing, and always come back again to
where they were.

The life of a man is a circle from childhood to
childhood, and so it is in everything where
power moves.

--from Black Elk Speaks
as told through John G®leihardt

HOMECOMING 2010
Celebrating 25 Years Together!

Please join us on

SUNDAY, APRIL 18
AT 10:00 AM

for this special
25™ Anniversary Celebration!

This intergenerational service will
feature a homily of appreciation
for our founders, former leaders, and
present members and friends by our

minister, Rev. Jane Page.
We'll also have an “old-fashioned
“SING” as part of the service.

Bring a dish for our pot-luck
“Dinner on the Grounds” to follow
the service. (If the food needs to be
kept warm, please bring it in a crock
pot or warming dish.)

We’'ll enjoy gathering music
beginning at 10:00 AM while
we set up the food.

The formal service
will begin at 10:15 AM.




Small Group Ministry Circle:

Are You Interested?
By Beth Butterfield

WHAT: A new small group ministry circle, based
on the book, Heart to Heart: Fourteen
Gatherings for Reflection and Sharing

Described by UUA bookstore as: "A re-imagined
model of small group ministry, Heart to Heart
offers readings, journaling suggestions, and
thought-provoking exercises to help participants
prepare for the spiritual practice of sharing in
community. Promotes listening rather than back-
and-forth discussion." (Link to book at UUA
bookstore:
http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm
?PC=1021)

WHEN: Every other Tuesday evening, March 9
through June 1, 5:00-6:30? (The exact time can
be adjusted based on needs of group members.)

WHERE: UUFS building

WHY: An opportunity for reflection, sharing, and
listening in a small group setting. Possible
topics include gratitude, balance, forgiveness,
God, loss and grief, friendship, doubt, and more.

FACILITATOR: Beth Butterfield:
(bethbutterfield@hotmail.com or 912-247-7221)

To register or for more information, please
contact Beth by Sunday, March 7.

UUFS Website
Now Has Calendar

®) The UUFS website now has a

calendar so members and friends can

9\—\ keep up with Fellowship events.
A <~ Officers and committee chairs will
find it especially helpful for scheduling

meetings. To access the calendar, just go to the
UUFS web site (http://www.uustatesboro.org) and

click on the link to “Our Calendar” on the firstgm
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Joining Our Fellowship

Voting membership in our UUFS congregation is
open to interested friends who have read our
by-laws and are

- 16 years of age or older,

- in sympathy with the purposes and principles
of Unitarian Universalism, and

- actively contributing to the life of the
Fellowship through regular attendance, iserv
and/or financial support.

For more information, contact Membership Chair
Shari Barr $tatesboroUU@yahoo.cowith Shari’s
name in the subject line) or Rev. Jane Page
(revjanepage@yahoo.cowr 764-7845).

Our UUFS building after the unusual February snowfa |l
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March Birthdays!
Happy Birthday to:

Rick Barr (March 27)

John Paul S. (March 5)
Sarah B. (March 20)
Gloria Crum (March 3)
Martha Hughes (March 24)
Trent Maurer (March 16)
Nathan S.-H. (March 2)
Garry Smith (March 28)
Rosa Town (March 25)

(with apologies to anyone we missed)




Ministerial MUUSsings

“Becoming
a Welcoming
Congregation”

Rev. Keith Kron, Director of
UUA’'s Office of Bisexual,
Gay, Lesbian, and Transgender
Concerns, was our guest
preacher on February 14. During the talk-back
session, he discussed the “Welcoming Congregation”
program that UUA has and was asked whether or not
our congregation was among those who had done the
work necessary for this designation. | am
embarrassed that Rev. Keith had to answer “No” to
this person. While it is something that many of us
have wanted to do for some time, there seemed to be
concerns about moving forward in the past. | db no
think this is the case now, though. We already have
someone who has volunteered to chair the
“Welcoming Congregation” committee and others
have shown an interest in beginning this process. Y
may be asking, “Why do we need to do this? Aren’t
we already welcoming?” I'm providing below some
information (much of it from the Office of BLGT
Concerns) that may answer some of your questions.

Rev. Jane Page

The Program

The Welcoming Congregation Program is a
completely volunteer program for congregations that
see a need to become more inclusive towards
bisexual, gay, lesbian, and/or transgender pedple.
consists of a series of workshops developed by the
UUA. The goal of the workshops is to reduce
prejudice by increasing understanding and acceptanc
among people of different sexual orientations. eAft
congregations have completed activities which they
determine will help them meet their goals, the
congregation takes a vote as to whether they vaish t
submit their application to be designated as an
official “Welcoming Congregation.”

Why Just Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian and/or
Transgender?

Why single out bisexual, gay, lesbian, and/or
transgender people? The Rev. Douglas Morgan
Strong probably states it best in the Welcoming
Congregation manual: “For centuries, the church has
been a leading force against sexual minoritiess It
not surprising that gay people are reluctant tchea
out to the very institution that oppresses thent, Ye
gay, lesbian, [transgender], and bisexual people ha
no less need for warmth, caring, and affirmaticemth
anyone else who calls the liberal church their
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religious home. In fact, as a subculture in socggty,
lesbian, [transgender], and bisexual people may nee
our support more than the general population.”

Aren't We Already a Welcoming Congregation?

Is it true that our church probably meets mosthef t

qualifications for a Welcoming Congregation? Our
church by-laws state that our membership “is open t
all qualified persons regardless of color, sex,
affectional or sexual orientation, age, or national
origin.”.And indeed, our membership already
includes some diversity in affectional or sexual
orientation. However, official recognition as a
Welcoming Congregation allows us to open our
church as safe space for bisexual, gay, lesbia, an
transgender persons; to take positions on oppressio
in our larger communities; and to accomplish
outreach.

Welcoming Congregation Benefits

Confronting our prejudices in a non-judgmental, -non
threatening group allows us to explore their osgin
and offers an opportunity to replace those prepslic
with knowledge. Understanding our prejudices leads
to individual spiritual growth and congregational
unity.

What's Ahead?

Our vision goes beyond the Welcoming
Congregation Program. By taking this first step, we
hope to explore more issues than those presented
here—like sexism, racism, ableism, to name just a
few. Becoming a Welcoming Congregation will act
as a catalyst to learning more about ourselvest@nd
ending exclusion. Only when we are truly open ® th
wealth of diversity in our world will the inherent
worth and dignity of every person be affirmed wéth
large voice. If you are interested in serving ba t
welcoming congregation committee, please contact
Dee Liston ajoy4education@yahoo.com/

WELCOMING CONGREGATION:
FIRST COMMITTEE MEETING

Tuesday, March 2
5:30 PM
UUFS Building

For more information, please contact
Dee Liston (joy4deducation@yahoo.com).




COMMUNITY EVENTS
AT OUR UUFS BUILDING

-Every Thursday - 5:45 to 7:45 PM - Alcoholics
Anonymousmeeting

-Every Saturday - 9:45 AM - noon - Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting

BAR NONE
Open to All
Who Are Open to All

Join us each 2" Wednesday at 6:30 PM
at Latte Da. Enjoy a cup of coffee or tea as we
explore theology, cosmology, philosophy,
and life.

Topic for Wednesday, March 10:

“Shamrocks, Snakes, and Leprechauns--
Oh, MY!”

Facilitated by Dr. Caryn Self-Sullivan

Sponsored by the Unitarian Universalist
Campus Ministry

TRIRATET

DO YOU LIKE TO

The Fellowship Singers have fun planning,

rehearsing, and singing. We usually rehearse

on two Wednesday evenings a month and

gather a 9:15 AM on Sunday mornings to run

through the offertory and hymns for that day. Would you

like to join us? If you'd like to know more, please contact

Miriam Bryant at StatesboroUU@yahoo.com with Miriam
Bryant in the subject line.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

FELLOWSHIP OF STATESBORO
P. O. Box 2453
(609 East Grady Street)
Statesboro, GA 30459
(912) 489-8338

UUFS has been an independent congregation affiliate  d
with the Unitarian Universalist Association since 1 990.

Visit the UUFS home page, with links
to the Thomas Jefferson District and
UUA web pages:

http://www.uustatesboro.org
MINISTER INFORMATION

Minister: Reverend Jane Page
Call home phone (912-764-7845) or
cell phone (912-682-3566) and leave a message:
-to make an appointment,
-to schedule longer telephone visits,
-for pastoral care emergencies (anytime).
e-mail: revjanepage@yahoo.com

Office hours: Call for an appointment
ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANT

Administrative Consultant: Shay Gibson

at UUFS building on Tuesdays (10:30 AM - 1:30 PM),
Wednesdays (11:00 AM - 1:30 PM), and

Thursdays (11:00 AM - 1:30 PM)

e-mail: StatesboroUU@yahoo.com; 489-8338 (UUFS phone)

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President: Teresa Winn
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Vice-President (Membership): Shari Barr
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Secretary: Miriam Bryant
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Cynthia Frost
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Past President: Dixie Aubrey
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

USEFUL CONTACTS

Building Maintenance: Caryn Self-Sullivan

StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Care-Ring Co-Coordinator: Martha Hughes
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Children’s Religious Education: Rebekah Cole
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Adult Religious Education: Dick Hutcheon
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Sunday Refreshments: Madeleine Bentley
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Editor: Marky Lloyd

The deadline for the monthly newsletter is nine days
before the end of the month. Please send submissions to
mlloyd@georgiasouthern.edu or to
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com.




What Do Unitarian Universalists Believe?

While Unitarian Universalists have thdi

individual beliefs about a number of thingj
including God,The Bible Jesus, the earth, dea
prayer, and ritual--they are united in their bedi
that all people are inherently worthy; that

should work for a peaceful, just world; that

should continue to question and search for
truth; and that we should cherish the earth

all its inhabitants.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

of Statesboro

P.O. Box 2453

Statesboro, GA 30459

Visit the UUFS home page, with links
to TJ district and UUA web pages:

http://www.uustatesboro.org
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