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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF STATESBORO

An independent congregation affiliated with the Uni

tarian Universalist Association since 1990

Services are held every Sunday at 10:00 AM at 609 E ast Grady Street.

Inspiring Peace and
Justice Concert!

By Nancy Hutcheon, Statesboro Baha'i Group

It was advertised as “an inspiring evening
featuring music, readings, and poetry on the
topics of peace and justice” --and it was! About
30 people gathered at the Fellowship building on
Sunday, June 20 at 7:00 PM to hear a stellar cast
of musicians perform. As noted by the evening’s
master of ceremonies, Dan Rea, “Without
justice, peace and unity are impossible.”

Quotations and poetry from Martin Luther King,
Jr., Edwin Markham, the OIld and New
Testaments, and Baha'u’llah, were interwoven
with musical selections that included much-
loved sing-a-long standards as well as original
compositions of the musicians. Some of the
favorites in the playlist included Gospel favorite
“Down by the Riverside” and “Imagine” by John
Lennon.

The performers included Phil Morrison of the
Phil Morrison Trio and World Unity Jazz
Ensemble of Brunswick; singer and guitarist
Ellen Gross and Bill Smith of Savannah; and Joe
Goldstein and Rosemarie Stallworth-Clark of
StatesboroSome guests came from Savannah
and Brunswick and there were a few from
China, Columbia, and Brazil to add an
international flavor.

(article continues on page 3; photos on page 9)
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FELLOWSHIP EVENTS

[see page 2 for information
on Sunday services]
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-Tues., June 29 2:30 - 4:30 PM - weekly summer pool
party - at home of Rev. Jane/Greg Brock (4863rfigu
Club Road) (see page 5)

-Tues., July 6 2:30 - 4:30 PM - weekly summer pool
party - at home of Lisa Abbott and Sean DeVir)(1
Evergreen Drive) (see page 5)

-Mon., July 12- 5:30 PM - monthly Board meeting - at or'r

UUFS building (members welcome)

-Tues., July 13- 2:30 - 4:30 PM - weekly summer pool
party - at home of Shari and Rick Barr (212 E.
Mockingbird Lane) (see page 5)

-Tues., July 20- 2:30 - 4:30 PM - weekly summer pool
party - at home of Rev. Jane/Greg Brock (4863rfigu
Club Road) (see page 5)

-Wed., July 21- 5:00 PM - June newsletter deadline

-Fri., July 23 - 7:30 PM - Great Decisions 2010 (topic:
“The Global Financial Crisis”) - at our UUFS build

-Wed., July 28- 12:00 noon - UU Guys Lunch - at Big
Mamoo’s Café in Register - food, conversation, and
fellowship

-Tues., July 29 -2:30 - 4:30 PM - weekly summer pool
party - at home of Lisa Abbott and Sean DeVir)(1
Evergreen Drive) (see page 5)

-Fri., July 30 - 7:30 PM - Sacred Texts Reading and
Discussion Group (“Lamentations”) - at our UUFS
building



@M | If you know of anyone in the congregatiol'l

' ' - ' ' who has a special joy,

concern, or illness,
please contact

el Martha Hughes,
Care-Ring Co-coordinator,

Sunday Services

Sunday services begin at 10:30 AM
Childcare for young children is provided.

From June 6 through August 1, Sunday services will feature
UUFS members sharing their own “This | Believe” stories. i at Statesboroup@yahoo_.com_
Summer services are less formal than those during the with Martha Hughes in the SUbJeCt line.

regular year.

June 27

“Patience”

Speaker: Lisa Abbott “ﬁﬁ
thbbebeh bbb

[Interested members of the congregation are askedj

to stay after the service to participate in thet€efor Joining Our Fellowship
Addiction Recovery’s focus group on factors
contributing to Statesboro’s high rates Voting membership in our UUFS congregatin

of alcohol-related crashes and DUIs.] . . .
is open to interested friends who have read|our

by-laws and are

July 4
_ _ - 16 years of age or older,
“This | Believe” - in sympathy with the purposes and
] _ principles of Unitarian Universalism, andg
Speaker: Shari Barr - actively contributing to the life of the
Fellowship through regular attendance,
July 11 service, and/or financial support.
“What Chris Believes For more information, contact Membership
If He Ever Figures It Out” Chair Shari Barrgharirbarr@aol.cojror
Rev. Jane Pa janepage@yahoo.comr
Speaker: Chris Booker 764-7845). gestjanepage @y
July 18

“What | Am Learning from Buddhism”

Speaker: Linda McQueen

July 25

“Heaven Is Here on Earth--
No Need to Wait to See It”

Speaker: Greg Brock




Peace and Justice Concert

(continued from page 1)

After the performance, guests enjoyed

refreshments and mingled with the musicians.

More than one person expressed the desire to
hold more events like this promoting peace and
unity.

Although the concert itself was free,
contributions were collected for the Central Asia
Institute founded by Greg Morrison, which
promotes education for  schoolchildren--
especially girls--in Afghanistan and Pakistan as
a foundation for peace.

The event was cosponsored by the Baha'i group
of Statesboro and the Fellowship.

(See page 9 for photos from the concert)

Pathways
89 ¥y

Are you interested in joining one of the
following Pathway Groups?

Buddhist
Christian
Freethinker

E-mail Rev. Jane Page at
revianepage@yahoo.com

Going on a trip this summer?
Take Jane with you!

Announcing:
Rev. Jane’s “Can You Say” Sermons
On Two Compact Discs

This two disc album contains eight of Jane’s
sermons which examine the relevance of
religious language for Unitarian Universalists.
Recommended donation: $15.00

Available at the church on Sundays or at the
church office when Shay is available. You may
also arrange for Shay to mail these to you.
E-mail Shay at StatesboroUU@yahoo.com to
make these special arrangements.

Rev. Jane’s “Can You Say” CD may now be
downloaded directly to your computer
or mp3 player:

http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/RevJanePage
(Download the entire album for $8.00 or
individual sermons for $1.25 each.)

http://itunes.apple.com/us/album/rev-janes-
can-you-say-sermons/id379273815
(Album is $9.99.)

Proceeds will be donated to our
Emergency Relief Fund.




Program Committee
Seeks Suggestions
for Sunday Speakers

The Program Committee is eager to receive
suggestions for Sunday speakers you would like
to be scheduled next fall, winter, and spring.
Please contactRobert deWester Program
Committee Chair, with your suggestions (912-
481-7560 oreiffelsfriend@nctv.com You will
need to provide contact information along with a
name.

New Chair of Building and
Grounds Committee

Heather Lentz has agreed to chair the Building
and Grounds Committee for the rest of the
year. Thank you,Heather. And thanks to
Caryn Self-Sullivan for serving as the earlier
committee chair.
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July Birthdays!
Happy Birthday to:

Heath A. (July 12)

Gracie S. (July 3)

James B. (July 22)

Jon Bryant (July 16)

Debbie Campbell (July 13)
Bob deLaar (July 26)
Elizabeth DeWester (July 21)
Jonathan D. (July 20)

Mary Margaret Jones (July 23)
Spike Jones (July 4)

Judith Longfield (July 1)
Betsy Nichols (July 30)
Laura Shelton (July 24)
Penelope Stanescu (July 28)
Caren Town (July 8)

(with apologies to anyone we missed)

Hot Dog Supper and
Swim Party

By Shari Barr

In lieu of our Second Friday Games Night,
Miriam and Jon Bryant hosted a Hot Dog
Supper/Swim Party at 6:30 PM on Friday, June
11. The Bryants provided paper products, hot
dogs, buns, chips and lemonade and attendees
brought a side dish or dessert and drinks. A
good time was had by all!

Folks stayed cool in the pool at the Hot Dog
Supper and Swim Party. (photo by Shari Barr)

Both children and adults enjoyed the Hot Dog
Supper and Swim Party. (photo by Shari Barr)



Three Delegates to |

Participate in Leadership
Training

Shari Barr, Beth Butterfield, and
Rev. Jane will attend the Southland
Unitarian Universalist Leadership
Experience at The Mountain from
August 8 - 13. The cost for the week-long event
is $700 per delegatdhe Board voted that
UUFS will cover one-third of the cost feach
delegate.The delegates will cover the rest of the
cost themselves. The offering on May 23 was
taken to help the delegates defray expenses. The
amount collected was $126.

Fellowship Contributes to UUSC'’s
“Guest at Your Table” Program

UUFS members and friends

contributed $202 to the

ur hole ives

Contact Rev. Jane Page
for more information.
912-764-7845
revianepage@yahoo.com

“Guest at Your Table”
program, sponsored annually
by the Unitarian Universalis}

Service Committee.
Thank youHeather Kalb, for coordinating
this project.

Weekly Pool Parties
’IE UUFS children and their

—< % friends (and child- Iovmg
5@ adults) will be able to “get
cool in the pool” during the
hot summer months at the swimming pools of
Fellowship members. The weekly events will be
held between 2:30 and 4:30 PM and will usually
be on Tuesdays.

The events will rotate among the Barr,
Abbott/DeVine, and Page/Brock homes.
Notices, including the weekly location, will be
sent via the UUFS listserv.

Please call or e-mail the hosts for directions. If
others want to host, please contact Shari
(sharirbarr@aol.cojn with the preferred date
and location.

erlam Bryant and Stephanle Tames
completed the 200 Hour Yoga Teacher Training
Certification conducted by the Savannah Yoga
Center, a Yoga Alliance Registered Yoga
School. They will be listed in the Yoga Alliance
Registry, a national listing of yoga teachers
whose training and experience meet Yoga
Alliance’s minimum standards.

Attendees at the annual Memorial Day picnic held
at the Page/Brock home walked the labyrinth.
(photo by Shari Barr)



Ministerial MUUSsIngs

“This | Believe”

This summer our members are
sharing a series of “This |

Believe” messages with the
congregation. On Sunday, June

20, | shared my own theological

Rev. Jane Page . =
perspective. The following is an

abridged version.}

Family and friends often ask us questions about
Unitarian Universalism, and | wouldn't be
surprised if you are not asked about your
minister’s beliefs. Could you answer that?

I was thinking about this as | prepared this
message and imagined a discussion among a
group of you trying to ascertain my beliefs. In
my little daydream--one of you said, “Well she
guotes the Bible and Jesus a lot—and | know she
spent most of her life as a Southern Baptist—so
she’s probably a liberal Christian.” Another
responds: “Oh no, I've been with Jane to
Womenspirit and SEEN her participating fully
in those pagan rituals they have up there at The
Mountain. She’s a pagan all right.” Another
says, “No, no--Jane’s a Buddhist. She’s always
reading Buddhist literature and I've seen her at a
local sangha’s meditation group.” A fourth said,
“You all haven't been listening to her sermons.
Remember that time she dressed as John Dewey
and shared his “common faith” and then another
time, she said he was her hero. Dewey’s a
humanist. Jane’s a humanist. She’s just one of
those ‘warm, fuzzy’ humanists.”

Well--all those folks are all “sort of” right. |
could probably put somelaim on each of those
identities because of my affinity for participation
with other folks who identify in these different
ways. But those are not the best words that I've
found for articulating my own theology. I'm a
religious naturalist!

In sharing about religious naturalism--I'm going
to be pulling heavily from the work of my friend
Bill Murray--who used to be the President of
Meadville Lombard Theological School and has
himself--evolved into a religious naturalist.
(Note: All quotes in this sermon are from
writings by Murray unless otherwise indicated.)

6

Religious naturalism says two things.
First, it holds that theatural universe is

all there is. The supernatural does not
exist. Second, it maintains that these
religious meaning and value mature.

There are two types of religious
naturalism--theistic and non-theistic.
They are united in their rejection of the
supernatural antheir belief that there is
only one realm--the natural universe.
For at least 3,000 years western religion
has taught that the natural universe is
transient and not ultimate, but what is
real and ultimate is the supernatural.
Religious naturalism says, "No, there is
no supernatural realm. This natural
universe is all there is."

Now some may say that religious naturalists
must then all be atheists--or at least agnostics.
But that's not the case. Many say they do
believe in God and those are the ones that we
identify as “theistic” religious naturalists. But
their God is not a supernatural God. This is
NOT the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
And--as much as | love Jesus--I must say that |
do not believe the God proclaimed by theistic
religious naturalists is the God of Jesusnd
this is not the God of the majority of
Americans.

When the vast majority of Americans

say they believe in God, they have a
supernatural deity in mind, a God who is
thought of in popular terms as "the man
upstairs,” the "heavenly father,"...the
deity baseball players point to when
they hit a home run to give credit to
something other than steroids. The God
of theistic religious naturalists is not a
supernatural deity, but instead is a

power or force within the natural

universe. UU theologian Henry Nelson
Wieman referred to God as the power of
creativity. Others speak of God as the
spirit of love that pervades all beings.

Several years ago, | asked this congregation if
you could say “God” and if you could--what
you meant by that term. And | found that many
of you had ideas of God that were very different

(continued on page 7)



Ministerial MUUSsIngs

(cont.)
(continued from page 6)

from most Americans. Some of you felt God

was a power within each of us, or that God was
creativity or that God was the goodness in all
things or that God was everything. But | did not

hear many folks refer to God as a supernatural
creator who could punish or reward our deeds.

Now--thoughl can certainly “say God,” and |
have no problem using religious language to
convey ideas and feelings, | do not consider
myself to be a theist --although there is probably
not a hill of beans difference in what | believe
and what a theistic religious naturalist believes.
| translatethe word God as “the power of love”
and | can sing praises to that power and worship
it. 1 DO believe in love and compassion. But |
suppose if | am to be truly honest with myself
and you, | think the word God is so sacred to
those who do believe in a deity--that | don't use
it personally when | look to something that is
greater than myself. danuse it with others and
DO, just as | can use the term goddess or spirit
or even Allah. | think we are all reaching for the
same thing. And that is what connects us all.
To me, we are all a part of nature.

Religious naturalism (whether theistic or

non-theistic) maintains that human

beings are products of nature and natural
causes.... This acceptance of human
mortality and transience leads religious
naturalists to feel gratitude for life and a

commitment to make the one life we

have as meaningful and as joyful as
possible.

I'm a religious naturalist because | believe ie lif
before death!

But why do | say I'm a RELIGIOUS
naturalist.? What's religious about accepting the
scientific method as a viable means for
understanding the world? Ursala Goodenough,
author ofThe Sacred Depths of Natumxplains

it this way:

Religion. From the Latin religio, to bind

together again. (The same linguistic root
as ligament.) We have throughout the
ages sought connection with higher

v

powers in the sky or beneath the earth,
or with ancestors living in some other
realm. We have also sought, and found,
religious fellowship with one another.
And now we realize that we are
connected to all creatures.... We share
a common ancestor.... We are
connected all the way down.

Michael Dowd and Connie Barlow--the married
duo who travel around presenting “The Great
Story”--remind us that we are connected all the
way up to the stars as well. We are products of
stardust. Yes--YOU are star material!

| am so blessed to live in a nature wonderland
right outside of the city limits. When | walk
through the woods or across the dam by the
pond--and see all the organisms flying, crawling,
pushing their heads through the dirt--1 can open
my senses to them and connect. And | can
experience the tie that binds.

Now you would think that religious naturalists
like me would be satisfied just to worship in the
woods, since we connect with the worms and the
weeds. But many of us have the need for
religious community and for a faith of some
kind! That seems to be something that we have
evolved and scientists are learning more about
that all the time. In any case, when we
participate in worship services and rituals with
others, we can experience true reverence.
Reverence is the religious emotion elicited when
we perceive the sacred. And it calls us to our
higher potential — just as Moses was called to a
higher potential when he experienced the sacred
on that mountaintop. As noted by my imaginary
group of parishioners, | can experience this is as
| read the words of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount
or as | participate in pagan rituals, as | meditate
and study the Four Noble Truths of Buddha, and
as | become involved in social justice activities.

| sing praises to God or to the Spirit of Life dnd
am filled with an appreciation for this wonderful
world. I don’'t have to believe every word | sing
in a literal sense to understand the deeper
meaning that the words represent. And SO, |
profess my faith with Ursula Goodenough who
says:

(continued on page 8)
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(cont.)
(continued from page 7)

For me, the existence of all this
complexity and awareness and intent--
and beauty, and my ability to apprehend
it, serves as the ultimate meaning and
the ultimate value. The continuation of
life reaches around, grabs its own talil,
and forms a scared circle that requires
no further justification, no Creator, no
superordinate meaning of meaning, no
purpose other than that the continuation
continue until the sun collapses or the
final meteor collides.

So, for now, | feel comfortable describing

myself as a Religious Naturalist. | marvel at
how the world has emerged and how we
continue to emerge. | stand in awe at our
interconnectedness. And yet there is much that |
do not understand. Like Goodenough, however,
| have a covenant with Mystery. | do not need
definite answers. | do, however, need the
religious experiences that provide the

nourishment for my inner being.

And | get many of those here--with you--at the
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Statesboro.
You and UU are theamazing gracethat has
come into my life. This life! And | am truly
blessed.

Hallelujah, Amen, and Blessed Be!

Praying

It doesn’t have to be
the blue iris, it could be
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few
small stones; just
pay attention, then patch

a few words together and don'’t try
to make them elaborate, this isn’'t
a contest but the doorway

into thanks, and a silence in which
another voice may speak.

--Mary Oliver

“Feeding Statesboro”
Go TEAM!!

By Rev. Jane Page

We have a new UUFS team
and we have already had our
first successful outing. No,
we haven't formed a softball
team, although there are
some in our congregation
who would be good at that!
We have a “Feeding Statesboro” team that
provides a meal for folks in need each third
Tuesday of the month. The organization
“Feeding Statesboro” provides meals every
Tuesday from noon to 1:30 PM at the
Cornerstone Church building on the corner of
North Zetterower and Woodrow Avenue.

Our current team members are: Dixie Aubrey,
Elizabeth Branch, Lauren and Rodney Fowler,
Cynthia Frost, Sonya Huber, Mary Margaret
Jones, Cindy Kzopzcak, Jane Page, Kathy and
Larry Smith, Kathy and Eric Whitiker, Tina
Whittle, and Teresa Winn.

Our duties include picking up food items from
bakeries and Food Bank (and the Joe Bill
Brannen extension), cooking, setting up, serving,
and cleaning up. The cooking can be done
earlier, but other activities take place on
Tuesdays from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM in two-
hour slots of serviceOur team has taken
responsibility for the third Tuesdays of each
month.

If you are interested in joining this dynamic
team, e-mail revjanepage@yahoo.com.




PHOTOS FROM THE PEACE AND JUSTICE CONCERT

The Peace and Justice Concert ended with John Lenno  n’s joyous song,”Imagine.”
L. to R.: Joe Goldstein, Rosemarie Stallworth-Clark , Ellen Gross, Bill Smith, Phil Morrison
(photo by Nancy Hutcheon)

Audience members sang along with the musicians at t he Peace and
Justice Concert. (photo by Nancy Hutcheon)

PHOTO FROM “SAFE SPACES” WORKSHOP

Attendees at the “Safe Spaces” workshop presented b y Kim Rowan gather on the patio.
The training was to enable Fellowship members be be  tter LBGT allies. (photo by Shari Barr)



COMMUNITY EVENTS
AT OUR UUFS BUILDING

-Every Thursday - 5:45 to 7:45 PM - Alcoholics
Anonymousmeeting

-Every Saturday - 9:45 AM - noon - Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting

Fellowship Calendar On-line

The church calendar is now on-line at
http://www.uustatestboro.org. This is the most
up-to-date source for Fellowship events.

i thank you, God

i thank you, God for most this amazing
day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees

and a blue true dream of sky; and for everythihg,

which is natural which is infinite which is yes

(i who have died am alive again today,
and this is the sun’s birthday; this is the birtly

day of life and of love and wings: and of the gay

great, happening, illimitably earth)

how should tasting touching hearing seeing
breathing any--lifted from the no
of all nothing--human merely being
doubt unimaginable you?

(now, the ears of my ears awake and
now the eyes of my eyes are opened)

--e.e. cumnsng
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

FELLOWSHIP OF STATESBORO
P. O. Box 2453
(609 East Grady Street)
Statesboro, GA 30459
(912) 489-8338

UUFS has been an independent congregation affiliate  d
with the Unitarian Universalist Association since 1 990.

Visit the UUFS home page, with links
to the Thomas Jefferson District and
UUA web pages:

http://www.uustatesboro.org
MINISTER INFORMATION

Minister: Reverend Jane Page
Call home phone (912-764-7845) or
cell phone (912-682-3566) and leave a message:
-to make an appointment,
-to schedule longer telephone visits,
-for pastoral care emergencies (anytime).
e-mail: revjanepage@yahoo.com

Office hours: Call for an appointment

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANT

Administrative Consultant: Shay Gibson

at UUFS building on Tuesdays (10:30 AM - 1:30 PM),
Wednesdays (11:00 AM - 1:30 PM), and

Thursdays (11:00 AM - 1:30 PM)

e-mail: StatesboroUU@yahoo.com; 489-8338 (UUFS phone)

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

President: Teresa Winn
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Vice-President (Membership): Shari Barr
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Secretary: Miriam Bryant
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Cynthia Frost
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Past President: Dixie Aubrey
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

USEFUL CONTACTS

Building and Grounds Committee Chair: Heather Lentz

StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Care-Ring Co-Coordinator: Martha Hughes
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Children’s Religious Education: Mollie Murray
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Adult Religious Education: Dick Hutcheon
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Sunday Refreshments: Madeleine Bentley
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Editor: Marky Lloyd

The deadline for the monthly newsletter is nine days
before the end of the month. Please send submissions to
mlloyd@georgiasouthern.edu or to
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com.




What Do Unitarian Universalists Believe?

While Unitarian Universalists have thdi

individual beliefs about a number of thingj
including God,The Bible Jesus, the earth, dea
prayer, and ritual--they are united in their bedi
that all people are inherently worthy; that

should work for a peaceful, just world; that

should continue to question and search for
truth; and that we should cherish the earth

all its inhabitants.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

of Statesboro

P.O. Box 2453

Statesboro, GA 30459

11

Visit the UUFS home page, with links
to TJ district and UUA web pages:

http://www.uustatesboro.org




