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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF STATESBORO

An independent congregation affiliated with the Uni

tarian Universalist Association since 1990

Services are held every Sunday at 10:00 AM at 609 E ast Grady Street.

UUFS Contributes
to Haiti Relief Fund

By Cynthia Frost

< In the wake of the
\/;\_“ devastation wrought by
the earthquake that struck

the island nation of Haiti on January 12, the
UUFS Board selected the Unitarian

Universalist Service Committee’s (UUSC)

Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund as January’s
recipient of the monthly “give the plate

away” offering. Because a number of UUFS
regulars and visitors came to hear Rev.
Francys Johnson, our guest minister, on
January 17, we were able to collect $663.82!
In addition, when Rev. Jane matched this
amount from her Minister's Discretionary

Relief Fund (which is also funded only by

special donation, not from pledges), we were
able to send a check for $1,328.00 to UUSC
for Haiti!

One of UUSC's areas of focus is
humanitarian crises. UUSC and partnering
organizations have found that people who
are marginalized within a society before an
earthquake hits or a war begins will be even
more so after the crisis. The Rights in
Humanitarian Crises unit runs both a short-
term emergency program that responds to
natural disasters such as the earthquake ir
Haiti, and a long-term program that focuses
on vulnerable populations. To learn more
about the work of UUSC and their other
areas of focus, visit their website,
http://www.uusc.org/
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< FELLOWSHIP EVENTS

M [see page 2 for information
on Sunday services]
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-Sunday mornings- 9:15 AM - choir rehearsal
at our UUFS building

-Mon., Feb. 1- 5:30 PM - monthly Board
meeting at our UUFS building (members welcome

-Sat., Feb. 13 9:00 AM - Board meets to discuss
The Almost Church Revitalizedt Ryan’s

-Sat., Feb. 20 5:00 PM - March newsletter
deadline

-Wed., Feb. 24- 12:00 noon - UU Guys Lunch at
Holiday Greek and Pizza Restaurant - food,
conversation, and fellowship

-Fri., Feb. 26- 7:30 PM - Great Decisions 2010
(topic: Global Food Supply) - at our UUFS buildi

-Sat., Feb. 27 7:30 PM - Sacred Texts Reading ar |
Discussion Group - at our UUFS building
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Sunday Services

10:00 - 11:00 AM: worship service
11:00 AM: refreshments/social break
11:15 AM - NOON: religious education for children (nursery
for infants and young children)
11:30 AM - NOON: adult talk-back
(group discussion on sermon topic)

January 31
“Imbolc - The First Signs of Spring”

(A discussion of the earth-based path’s
first spring celebration)

Speaker: Lisa L. Abbott

February 7

“Global Poverty - Why Should | Care?”

(Beth will reflect upon contemporary global disgias of

wealth and poverty, and ask, is it our moral dotgdre
about those suffering in extreme poverty?)

Speaker: Beth Butterfield
(GSU Philosophy Department)

February 14

“Love Is a Verb”
(Reimagining Valentine’s Day Service)
(Rev. Kron will reflect on his 25 years of being a
Unitarian Universalist, what he’s learned, and wheat
thinks we as a movement might consider doing next.

Speaker: Rev. Keith Kron
(Director, UUA Office of Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian,
and Transgender Concerns)

February 21

“Good Vibrations:
The Universe Through Music”

(This service will relate spiritual, emotional,dascientific

questions through he pursuit of music. What makesien

beautiful? Why does it bring us to tears? Eric wilbress

these and other questions about one of life’s great
mysterious pleasures.)

Speaker: Eric Stetson

[programs continue above right]

February 28

“Jane and Julia (Ward Howe)”
(Rev. Jane, herself, uses some creativity to ez
creativity and advocacy efforts of famous Unitarjaia
Ward Howe (poet, social activist, and author oftt®a
Hymn of the Republic.”)

Our UUFS Minister: Rev. Jane Page

If you know of anyone in
the congregation who ha
a special joy, concern, 0
illness, please contact
Martha Hughes,
Care-Ring Co-coordinat
abtatesboroUU@yahoo.co
with Martha Hughes
in the subject line.




Knowing our Neighbor UUs

By Shari Barr

Unitarian Universalist
congregations across the
country are discovering that
for greater effectiveness,
deeper commitment and less
volunteer burn-out, they need to develop
ways to strengthen their congregations
through mutual support. The Rev. Clark
Olsen recently traveled from the Asheville
(NC) UU Church to facilitate a workshop
held in Bluffton (SC) at the UU
Congregation of the Low Country. All nine
congregations of coastal South Carolina and
Georgia were invited to send representatives
and 48 people attended, representing seven
congregations in the Southern Cluster of the
Thomas Jefferson District. =~ UUFS sent
Board members Shari Barr, Miriam Bryant,
Cynthia Frost, and Teresa Winn.

We enjoyed the hospitality of our UUC of
the Low Country hosts, as well as working
and socializing with other UUs from

throughout our portion of the district.

During our initial session, we brainstormed
about methods of connection and mutual
support among congregations. In the
second session, we met with our
counterparts from other congregations to
envision how each group might better
collaborate. (In my session, Membership
Chairs created an e-mail group to facilitate
communication.) During our third session,
UUFS met with Savannah UUs and explored
how to engage more of our members in
wider connections. At the wrap-up session,
in order to enhance our knowing one
another, the following impromptu, fun, short
list was developed of distinctive

elements associated with each congregation:

Aiken (SC): Backyard youth trailer, young
congregation, cocky

Augusta (GA): Interfaith Progressive
Ministerial Alliance, “Growing Young
Adult” activity

Beaufort (SC): Work with the homeless,
home of TIJD Board President Jim Key, near
Penn Center

Bluffton (SC): Monthly drumming circle,
sponsor Adventure Scouts

Brunswick (GA): Meet only two times per

month, gay pride and Welcoming
Congregation participation
Charleston (SC): Historic, oldest UU

church in the country, coffee house
Columbia (SC): Coffee house

Savannah (GA): “Jingle Bells” church,
historic ~ building, outstanding music
program

Statesboro (GA):Back yard sand pit, “Save
the Rain Forest” campaign, Rev Jane's
labyrinth

Obviously, the list is not comprehensive,
and only represented off-the-cuff descriptors
of the individuals in attendance. We look
forward to learning more about our neighbor
UU congregations, as we enjoy (greater
connection and sharing with them.
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UUFS children pose after the annual Christmas
pageant



The Vagina
Monologues -

“Unmasked”
(Annual Fund-raiser Show)

Date: February 4, 2010
Time: 7:30 - 9:30 PM
Place: Performing Arts Center,
Georgia Southern

This year's performance of “The Vagin
Monologues” will feature our very owRev. Jane
playing the character who shares "The Flood."

Receipts from this year’s performance will go towv
the Statesboro Regional Sexual Assault Center
the Women of the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Building the City of Joy.

Tickets will go on sale on Monday, January"2&
the Student Union Rotunda and the Performing
Center.

Student prices: $5.00 (in advance)
$7.00 (day of show)

Non-student prices: $7.00 (in advance)
$10.00 (day of show
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February Birthdays!

Happy Birthday to:

Greg Brock (February 5)
Naomi Bryant (February 24)
Russ Hubbard (February 5)
Marilyn Kalb (February 7)
Dee Liston (February 17)
Mike Montagne (February 6)
David Robeck (February 24)
James Whittle (February 16)

(with apologies to anyone we missed)
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How do | thank them, how pay them
back? No way, no way at all. You just
can't pay. What then? What? Pass it on
somehow, he thought, pass it on to
someone else. Keep the chain moving.
Look around, find someone, and pass it
on. That was the only way.

--Ray Bradbury

Young UUs were enthralled with the Rev. Francys
Johnson's tale of how the moon came to live up in
the sky.

Children (and some adults) at the annual

children's fire ceremony




Children’s
Religious Ed:

! : February
By Mollie Murray

Younger Class (Birth - ' Grade)

February 7: “We All Belong to the Family of Earth”
Teacher: Beth Butterfield

February 14: “Celebrating a New Year”
Teacher: Mollie Murray

February 21: “Both Girls and Boys Can”
Teacher: Caryn Self-Sullivan

February 28: “Our Bodies Are Beautiful”
Teacher: Mollie Murray

Older Class (2° - 5" Grades)

February 7: Presentation of “Pennies for Puppies”

Fund-raiser
Teacher: Humane Society

February 14: topic to be announced
Teacher: Heather Adams

February 21: topic to be announced
Teacher: Rebecca Ziegler

February 28: topic to be announced
Teacher: Rebecca Ziegler
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Joining Our Fellowship

Voting membership in our UUFS congregation is
open to interested friends who have read our
by-laws and are

- 16 years of age or older,

- in sympathy with the purposes and principles
of Unitarian Universalism, and

- actively contributing to the life of the
Fellowship through regular attendance, iserv
and/or financial support.

For more information, contact Membership Chair
Shari Barr $tatesboroUU@yahoo.cowith Shari's
name in the subject line) or Rev. Jane Page
(revjanepage@yahoo.cowr 764-7845).

A Message
From the New Chair of
Children’s Religious

Education Committee
By Mollie Murray

Hi everyone!

As | sit here surrounded by Kleenex, typing
away on a borrowed computer, | apologize for

any grievous grammatical, logical, or spelling

ﬂ errors this letter might

g% Religious Education at the
Fellowship, and I'd like to thank

contain! Most of you are aware

that I've taken over as Chair of
you all for your patience during last month's
transition phase.

| do have a couple of minor tweaks I'd like to
make to the RE programs, and I'd love any
feedback any of you might have. First off, we
have had a really great response from the
congregation to my plea for more RE teachers.
However, almost all of the volunteers have been
women. That's terrific, of course, but I'm calling
on some of you UU guys to step up and help out
in any capacity you feel comfortable with. Both
classes would really benefit from having male
teachers once in awhile! The younger class has a
guideline for their lessons, but the older kids'
topics are chosen by the teachers. Both classes
always have a Covenant Coach or other “old
hand” at RE sitting in to help keep the peace, so
don't worry about being thrown to the wolves!
I'd love to hear from any men who might be
interested in teaching or helping out in any
capacity.

The other plan I'd like to implement is a
substitute list. We occasionally have last-minute
cancellations due to illness or other emergencies,
and I'd love to have a couple of people who
could fill in during those times of need. Again, if
you'd be interested in being "on-call," so to
speak, just let me know.

Religious Education is something I'm very
passionate about, so I'm thrilled to have this
opportunity to nurture our program during its
infancy. Hopefully it will grow into a
cornerstone of our spiritual community. Thank
you all for this opportunity.



Ministerial MUUSsings
My Friend Abuga

What country has the fastest
growth of Unitarian

Universalists? Kenya! So how
did that happen? Did we send

over missionaries to “convert”
them? | wouldn’t think so.
That wouldn’'t be very “UU” of us, would it? I've
been “m-uu-sing” on these and other questions since
| received an e-mail from Abuga Ragira, lay leaafer
Ruai Unitarian Universalist church in Kenya. It
seems that Pastor Ragira had read my sermon about
congregational covenants on the Interaed found it
interesting. He shared with me his role in hisaloc
UU church and asked that | write back so that we
could share our experiences in “UUism.” | wrote th
following e-mail back to him:

Rev. Jane Pag e

Thanks for writing to me Abuga. I'm glad you liked
reading my sermon. If you go to our UUFS Web
Page (see the link in blue below) you can find gepa
that links to my sermons and read more. | am happy
to have a contact with a UU in Kenya. | am hoping
to one day be able to travel to Kenya, but it mayab
few years before | can do that. Perhaps we can sta
in touch and if | am able to come one day, we will
meet!

And that's how my friendship
and frequent correspondence
with Abuga began. Since that
time, I've researched more
through UUA to find out
about his church and others in
Kenya. Pastor Ragira’s
congregation is one of several
congregations in the

Northern Kisii district that
unite under the Kenyan
Unitarian Universalist Council (KUUC). A separate
council operates in Southern Kisii with well oved 3
congregations in membership. The two councils
recently agreed to work together under the umbrella
of the KUUC.

Pastor Ab uga Ragira

Last summerUUWorld published an article about
Unitarian Universalism in Africa by Scott Kraft who
was there on assignment frodiJWorld to explore
the rapid growth of Unitarian Universalism in Afgic
Kraft reported:

Ten years ago, the continent counted only a
handful of UU congregations—four in South
Africa, where Unitarianism was introduced in

1857, and two in Nigeria, where a Unitarian
church was founded in 1919. Recently,
congregations have emerged in places such as
Kampala, Uganda; Bujumbura, Burundi; and
Brazzaville, Republic of the Congo. But thestmo
spectacular growth has occurred in Kenya, veher
local leaders say sixty-eight congregationséha
sprouted in the Kisii province, a six-hournai
west of Nairobi. Several dozen more have
emerged in Nairobi and central Kenya.
http://www.uuworld.org/life/articles/141815.shtml

Unitarian Universalism isn’t totally new to Africa.
There were two other groups before the more recent
growth. According to Rev. Brian Kiely, a Canadian
Unitarian minister who has traveled and worked with
congregations in Africa,

Unitarianism has been in South Africa sincé7.8
when a young Dutch Reformed minister turned hi
back on his church and preached the message of
loving-- not wrathful-- God. Our South African
congregations are also culturally Caucasiaman
European. The only other Unitarian group with
historical roots is in Nigeria where the tréidin
dates from 1915. There, a black Anglican Bisho
a 'liberal and principled man’ pulled away and
began holding services in Yoruba, using native
instruments and writing Yoruba hymns

But Unitarian Universalism in Burundi, Uganda,
Congo, and Kenya are pretty much brand new. Many
of these folks are finding us through the Internet.

Kenya is the exception. Kenya's Unitarian
Universalists are organized into four main
communities, but all owe their discovery of

Unitarianism to Rev. Patrick Magara. According to
Kiely, “Patrick is our only ordained minister in
Kenya, although his ordination came from the
Seventh Day Adventist tradition. He discovered
Unitarianism in 2001 and soon convinced his
congregation to follow him into his new faith.”

Actually, he convinced more than his own
congregation. It seems that he was the head of an
association of two dozen Adventist churches, and
most of them followed him in the UU faith. He
found out about UU from a friend he met in the
grocery store while he was studying in the United
States. He went back and researched it on the
Internet and decided that this was the faith faon.hi
He was quoted inUUWorld as saying, “I was
guestioning things. | was surprised that even my ow
church leaders treated Africans like children. And
was finding some weaknesses in my Christian
beliefs. The idea that God was in each one of us wa
appealing.”

(continued on page 7)



one of their projects in the future. But the miiimg
they want is connection with others who have found
the joy of Unitarian Universalism. And we can

Ministerial M UUsings

(continued from page 6)

And since that time more new churches are forming
all over Kenya. My friend Abuga Ragira is a lay
pastor at one of these. His church meets each week
for worship services and they are very active in
various community projects, especially their
women’s group. They have raised funds for the
orphanage that is run by UUs there and they are
trying to help some of the women begin small
enterprises to help them provide for their families
According to Kraft's article, UU is especially pdau
with women, as noted by the following quote:

We found that Unitarians defend women very
much. We have a problem in Kenya and we are
determined to change a system where a preggna
woman has to carry sticks on her head, push a
wheelbarrow, or work in the field while them

sit around. Unitarianism teaches our husbands
that we are equal. Those other churchesull

we must obey.

There are many children
in Abuga Ragira’s church
who enjoy singing and
hearing about the UU
principles. | asked Abuga
to send me their first
names and one Sunday in
December, our children
wrote notes or drew pictures for all of their chdd
and we mailed these. The children in Kenya were
delighted with their special notes with their narnes
them sent to them by the Unitarian Universalists
children in the United States.

Meanwhile, my friend Abuga and | stay in touch,
sending messages via email and now on Facebook
too. Today | had this message from him on
Facebook:

It is a nice morning here and the wind is blowing
very nice and the birds of new valley are flyingnir
tree to tree tuning some sweet songs enjoying the
good weather. Right now we are mourning to our
people who were widespread devastated by the
earthquake in Haiti. The world is in a state of
guessing what is eating it but let us pray to God t
protect us from fate.

Recently | asked our UUFS board to affirm our
friendship with this congregation and they agreed.
What does this mean for us? Although they have
great needs, they have not asked us to send them
money. Of course we could decide to help them with

respond “Amen ” to that!
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Open to All
Who Are Open to All

Join us each 2" Wednesday at 6:30 PM
at Latte Da. Enjoy a cup of coffee or tea as we
explore theology, cosmology, philosophy,
and life.

Topic for February 10:

What's LOVE Got to Do with It?

Join us for an exploration of attraction, romance,
sexuality, and commitment.

Facilitated by Rev. Jane Page

Sponsored by the Unitarian Universalist
Campus Ministry

Condolences to Bob deLaar

W': g?k?‘t‘fiz“"‘ﬂ :

' : The Fellowship extends its
deepest sympathy to Bob
deLaar on the death of his
father, age 92, on December

25.
Condolences to Paul and
N Qu,

) Soaiy Rebecca Ziegler

The Fellowship extends its
deepest sympathy to Paul and
Rebecca Ziegler on the death
of their mother, Dorothy Everidge Ziegler, on
January 3 in North Carolina.




UUs in Martin Luther King, Jr. Annual Parade

UUFS children in truck handed candy to adults walki ng behind so they could distribute it to kids watch ing
the Martin Luther King parade on January 17.

Martin Luther King parade participants get together at the end of the parade.



COMMMUNITY EVENTS
AT OUR UUFS BUILDING

-Every Thursday - 5:45 to 7:45 PM - Alcoholics
Anonymousmeeting

-Every Saturday - 9:45 AM - noon - Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting

Get Well, Soon!
.,
Gt @ell . .
The Fellowship sends its best
wishes to Shari Barr, who is recovering from

gall bladder surgery.

One resolution | have made and try
always to keep is this: To rise above the
little things.

--John Burrroughs

DO YOU LIKE TO

The Fellowship Singers have fun planning,

rehearsing, and singing. We usually rehearse

on two Wednesday evenings a month and

gather at 9:15 AM on Sunday mornings to run

through the offertory and hymns for that day. Would you

like to join us? If you'd like to know more, please contact

Miriam Bryant at StatesboroUU@yahoo.com with Miriam
Bryant in the subject line.

(@ngratula

... to Tina Whittle , who recently signed a three-
book contract for her mystery novels! The first of
the series is scheduled for release in early 2011.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

FELLOWSHIP OF STATESBORO
P. O. Box 2453
(609 East Grady Street)
Statesboro, GA 30459
(912) 489-8338

UUFS has been an independent congregation affiliate  d
with the Unitarian Universalist Association since 1 990.

Visit the UUFS home page, with links
to the Thomas Jefferson District and
UUA web pages:

http://www.uustatesboro.org
MINISTER INFORMATION

Minister: Reverend Jane Page
Call home phone (912-764-7845) or
cell phone (912-682-3566) and leave a message:
-to make an appointment,
-to schedule longer telephone visits,
-for pastoral care emergencies (anytime).
e-mail: revjanepage@yahoo.com

Office hours: Call for an appointment
ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANT

Administrative Consultant: Shay Gibson

at UUFS building on Tuesdays (10:30 AM - 1:30 PM),
Wednesdays (11:00 AM - 1:30 PM), and

Thursdays (11:00 AM - 1:30 PM)

e-mail: StatesboroUU@yahoo.com; 489-8338 (UUFS phone)

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President: Teresa Winn
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Vice-President (Membership): Shari Barr
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Secretary: Miriam Bryant
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Cynthia Frost
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Past President: Dixie Aubrey
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

USEFUL CONTACTS

Building Maintenance: Caryn Self-Sullivan

StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Care-Ring Co-Coordinator: Martha Hughes
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Children’s Religious Education: Rebekah Cole
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com

Adult Religious Education: Dick Hutcheon
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

Sunday Refreshments: Madeleine Bentley
StateshoroUU@yahoo.com

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Editor: Marky Lloyd

The deadline for the monthly newsletter is nine days
before the end of the month. Please send submissions to
mlloyd@georgiasouthern.edu or to
StatesboroUU@yahoo.com.




What Do Unitarian Universalists Believe?

While Unitarian Universalists have thdi

individual beliefs about a number of thingj
including God,The Bible Jesus, the earth, dea
prayer, and ritual--they are united in their beli
that all people are inherently worthy; that

should work for a peaceful, just world; that

should continue to question and search for
truth; and that we should cherish the earth

all its inhabitants.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

of Statesboro

P.O. Box 2453

Statesboro, GA 30459
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Visit the UUFS home page, with links
to TJ district and UUA web pages:

http://www.uustatesboro.org
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